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Commentary on 2nd Corinthians chap 1 and 2,                                                      
by Chuck Smith 10.29.23 

Chapter 1.  

The church of Corinth had been a divided church. There was a lot of carnality, a lot of 
problems in their doctrines that prompted Paul's first epistle, which is a rather stern 
epistle, and was a corrective epistle seeking to correct a lot of the doctrinal errors that 
did exist, seeking to bring them from their carnality into a real spiritual walk. A mark of 
their carnality, was the party spirit that existed. For some were saying, "I am Baptist." 
And others were saying, "I am Presbyterian." And others were saying, "I'm Nazarene." 
Or they were actually saying, "I'm of Apollos. I'm of Cephus. I'm of Paul. I'm of Christ." 
And these little party spirits dividing the body of Christ.  

And so, Paul wrote to rebuke this party spirit. He wrote to correct their carnality, their 
doctrinal errors. But the affect of his first epistle was sort of a polarizing of the people. 
And there were those who did repent and were corrected. They really came along after 
receiving Paul's epistle, but there were others that turned more firmly against Paul. And 
it seemed to be those who were the Judeaizers, or perhaps those who said, "We are of 
Christ," and were teaching basically from the Sermon on the Mount and had not really 
accepted the grace of God that Paul shared that has come to us through Jesus Christ.  

They began to speak despairingly of Paul, began to challenge his claim of apostleship, 
and thus, speaking to them with authority. And it would seem that Timothy probably 
delivered the first epistle, and brought back to Paul the initial reaction toward the epistle. 
Titus had stayed there for a while and was to meet Paul in Troas, and to give Paul a full 
report on the Corinthian church.  

When Paul got to Troas, Titus had not shown up. And God opened for Paul an effectual 
door of ministry in Troas, however, he was so upset in his spirit about the possible 
offense that the Corinthians might have for him, rather than staying in Troas and 
ministering in that effectual door, he journeyed on over to Macedonia, where Titus did 
meet him and gave to him news of the church in Corinth which encouraged Paul. But he 
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also heard of this faction that had set themselves against Paul, were challenging his 
apostleship. And so, Paul learned from Titus, now, the condition of the church in 
Corinth.  

Timothy had been with Paul when Paul first ministered in Corinth. And so, Paul joins 
Timothy with him in his salutation to the Corinthian church. In verse 1, notice Paul, first 
of all, asserts,  

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God (2Cr 1:1),  

There were those who were challenging his apostleship, saying that he, you know, just 
took that title on himself. But here, he lays claim to the fact that he is an apostle by the 
will of God.  

Now, when Paul was writing his first epistle to the Corinthians, in chapter 12, he said, 
"Are all apostles? Are all evangelists? Do all work miracles?" And the answer is 
obviously no, because it's a rhetorical-type question. So, "Paul, an apostle by the will of 
God." However, God hasn't called all to be apostles.  

Paul, an apostle by the will of God, and Timothy our brother (2Cr 1:1),  

Because Timothy was teaching them and ministering to them when Paul first visited the 
Corinthian church, he joins Timothy together in his greeting. "Timothy our brother,"  

unto the church of God which is at Corinth (2Cr 1:1),  

And then he includes all of the area around Corinth, the area of Achaia.  

Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ (2Cr 
1:2).  

We recognize this as a typical Pauline salutation. He begins many of his epistles with 
this very similar salutation, "Grace to you," which is, of course, the typical Greek 
greeting of one another. "And peace," which was the typical Jewish greeting, shalom. 
Caras, the Greeks would greet; and shalom, the Hebrews would greet. These beautiful 
Siamese twins of the New Testament, coupled together.  

"From God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ." Again, I would like to point out 
that the Lord Jesus Christ is not His name. Jesus is His name. Lord is His title that 
signifies relationship. And too many times people think of it as first, middle, and last 
name, the Lord Jesus Christ. But Lord is a title. And it's an important title, which signifies 
my relationship to Him, which signifies that I am a servant; He is my master. And it is 
necessary for me to confess this to be saved. "For if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
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that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved" (Romans 10:9). So, the Lord signifies the relationship.  

Christ is, again, a mission, the anointed one, the mashiyach. And it speaks of the fact 
that He is the fulfillment of God's promised salvation.  

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort (2Cr 1:3);  

And again, this is so typical of Paul, "Blessed be the God and the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ and heavenly 
places" (Ephesians 1:3).  

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the 
sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. And 
whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the 
enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is 
for your consolation and salvation (2Cr 1:4-6).  

So, Paul here is speaking of the afflictions that he had experienced, the sufferings that 
he had experienced, and the tribulation that he had experienced. We have difficulty in 
our minds wondering why God would allow us to experience suffering. Why God would 
allow us to go through tribulation. Why God would allow us to be afflicted. Because we 
believe that He is a God of love, and we know that He controls the circumstances that 
surround our lives and that come into our lives. And it is difficult for us to understand 
why God would allow me to suffer if He loves me so much, why God would allow me to 
be afflicted.  

Now, Paul declares that he experienced these things in order that in them he might also 
experience the comfort of God, so that he would be able to comfort others with the 
same comfort that he had received. So, it was for their sakes, as much as his own, that 
God allowed these things to happen to him, for he needed to be ministered by God in 
these areas so that he could minister to others in these very same areas.  

And so, Paul could say, "Hey, I know the sufferings. I know the afflictions. I know the 
tribulation. I've been there." And he could comfort them. While I was there though, God 
proved His faithfulness to me. God saw me through. God provided the strength. God 
provided for me that comfort that I needed, and I am able to comfort with the comfort 
whereby I was comforted. And so Paul said, "Therefore, it was for your sakes, really, 
that I might be able to give this kind of consolation to you, the consolation that I myself 
received."  
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And whether we be afflicted [so if we are afflicted], it is for your consolation and 
salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: 
or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. And our hope of 
you is steadfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also 
of the consolation (2Cr 1:6-7).  

"I know that God is faithful, and even as you have suffered as I have suffered, I know 
that you will come forth victoriously, as I came forth victoriously." And so, he is able to 
encourage them in the victory that they were going to experience, because, "I was 
there, and God brought me through in victory, and I know he'll bring you through 
victoriously."  

For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia 
(2Cr 1:8),  

Now, it is felt that Paul wrote this right after that experience that he had in Ephesus, 
which is recorded in the 19th chapter of the book of Acts, the latter portion, where Paul 
was in Ephesus, and many people were turning to Christ. And so Demetrius, the 
silversmith, called together all of those of his trade, and he said, "Fellows, do you realize 
that this new sect that is being preached here in Ephesus is destroying our business? 
We've made our livelihood selling all of these relics of the goddess Diana. Now they are 
teaching that Diana isn't a goddess. Our business is suffering. Our profits are down. If 
this gospel continues to spread, we could be out of business. We've got to do 
something."  

And so they grabbed a couple of the disciples who had been working with Paul, who 
were from Macedonia. And they drug them into the big arena there in Ephesus, and 
they began to sort of riot and carry on. And one of these fellas from Macedonia 
attempted to speak to the crowd. And they all began, for the space of two hours, to 
chant, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians." And Paul the apostle, when he heard of it, he 
wanted to go in, but some of the leaders of the city who loved Paul said, "Don't do it. 
They'll tear you apart. You know, it's a mob frenzy. And if you go in there, it's the end for 
you."  

Well, Paul, as the result, had to flee from Ephesus. His life was in jeopardy. And so, he 
left from there and went over to Macedonia. And it is thought that while he was then at 
Troas or Macedonia, that he wrote this epistle, probably in Macedonia.  

For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, 
that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired 
even of life (2Cr 1:8):  

It was just too much. It was beyond my ability to handle. I really despaired of my life; I 
really felt this was the end.  
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But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but 
in God which raiseth the dead (2Cr 1:9):  

I believe that many times, in many different areas, God brings us to the end of our own 
resources, emotional, physical, perhaps financial, that we get right to the end. There's 
no place else to go. Where we actually give up, and we just say, "I've had it; I can't do 
anything else. I've had it." Now, God's brought me to that place many times, where I 
thought, "This is it. This is the end, the end of my strength, the end of my abilities." 
Where I have given up.  

As we so often discover in ourselves, the place where we give up, where we are forced 
to give up, where we despair ourselves of ever coming out of it, "This is it. I've had it. 
This is the end, and I just give up." That is the place where God then has the 
opportunities of working  

You see, the place of our defeat is often the place of the greatest victory, because we 
come to the end of ourselves and we turn it over to God at that point. So many people, 
when they get to that place, "At last, I've had it. This is the end." No, it's the beginning of 
a whole new experience, the experience of God's power working in your life.  

So, Paul came to that place, and Paul's the same kind of guy. He was the kind of guy, 
"Hey, let's go for it," you know. A will that wouldn't quit. So God brought him to the 
despairing of life. "I was pressed beyond my measure, beyond my strength, so that I 
despaired of life. I thought, 'This is it.' And we had the sentence of death in ourselves, 
that we should not trust ourselves." And that is always the purpose for God bringing you 
to the end of yourself, is that you won't trust yourself, but you'll learn to trust in God who 
can raise the dead.  

Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver us: in whom we trust that he 
will yet deliver us (2Cr 1:10);  

The past, present, future. "He did deliver us. Right now He is continuing to deliver us, 
and I just trust He is going to deliver us." You see, the future victories are assured by 
the past victories. God's faithfulness in the past is a testimony to me of His continued 
faithfulness in the future. God was faithful; He delivered me. God is faithful; He is 
delivering me. And thus, my faith and trust grows, and I know that God will be faithful, 
and shall deliver me. The past becomes a prophesy of the future and the basis for my 
trust and faith for the future.  

Ye also helping together by prayer for us (2Cr 1:11),  

And so Paul is acknowledging his gratefulness to them because their prayers had an 
important part in that work of God.  
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that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given 
by many on our behalf (2Cr 1:11).  

So I thank you for your prayers and your gifts for us.  

For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our 
conversation [manner of life] in the world, and more abundantly to toward you. (2Cr 
1:12).  

So, Paul describes the way he lived with them and before them. It was in simplicity and 
godly sincerity. And that should be the case of every minister of God. That they learn to 
live a simple life in all sincerity before people. That they not be caught up with fancy 
clothes and fancy fashions and high-fashioned or high-life kind of a thing, but they live a 
simple life. And also that they live a very sincere life, that they are not one thing in the 
pulpit and they preach one thing, and live another. But their life is sincere before the 
people, and they are the same out of the pulpit as they are in the pulpit. They're the 
same in the home as they are in the church, a life of sincerity.  

What you see is what you get. That you are the same, that you live a very sincere life. 
And thus, Paul expressed his life, his manner of living before them in simplicity and 
godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God.  

For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or acknowledge; and I trust 
ye shall acknowledge even to the end (2Cr 1:13);  

In other words, "I'm not two-faced; I'm just straight. And the things I write to you, I'm not 
thinking something else. There isn't a double meaning in what I am saying."  

And so, Paul is declaring the same thing about himself, "What I acknowledge to you is 
the same. You know, it's what you read and acknowledge. I don't have any other 
writing, that's what I feel towards you, that's what it is."  

As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also 
are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. And in this confidence I was minded to come unto 
you before, that ye might have a second benefit (2Cr 1:14-15);  

Now, "I really intended to come." What Paul had said, he had written earlier and said he 
was coming to them, and then he didn't show up. And so, those detractors of Paul were 
saying, "Oh, the guy's fickle. You can't take him for his word. He just said that, but he 
really didn't mean it." And so Paul here is bearing witness to the fact that he was sincere 
when he wrote the things and acknowledged the things, that's what he was intending to 
do. He was sincere in it. "And I was intending to come unto you."  
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And to pass by you into Macedonia, and to come again out of Macedonia unto you, and 
of you to be brought on my way toward Judea (2Cr 1:16).  

I was, really. That was what I had in mind.  

When I therefore was thus minded, did I use lightness? (2Cr 1:17)  

or the things that I purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, that with me there 
should be yea, yea, and nay, nay? (2Cr 1:17)  

He says "yes," but he really means "no." He says "no," but he really means "yes." Now 
Jesus said, "Let your yes be yes and let your no be no. Be a man of your word" 
(Matthew 5:37). They were accusing Paul of violating this. "He is not a man of his word. 
He said he was going to come; he didn't come. He never intended to come in the first 
place, you see." And they were using the fact that he didn't show up as a tool against 
him. But Paul is saying, "Hey, I was sincere. I'm not fickle."  

But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay (2Cr 1:18).  

"I was really intending to do it; it was in my mind to do."  

For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me 
and Silvanus and Timotheus (2Cr 1:19),  

So Timothy was there, and Silvanus was with Paul when he first preached in Corinth.  

was not yea and nay, but in him was yea (2Cr 1:19).  

The gospel that we preached was a positive gospel. It was straightforward. It wasn't a 
two-faced thing. And then he declares,  

For all the promises of God in him are yea (2Cr 1:20),  

In other words, "All of the promises of God to us have been fulfilled in Jesus."  

and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us (2Cr 1:20).  

Jesus is the assurance to us that God's promises are all true. And all of God's promises 
to you are wrapped up in Christ. God has promised to give you life, that life that is in 
Jesus. This is the record God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in the Son. God 
has promised to give you peace, but that peace is in Jesus. God has promised mercies 
to you, but those mercies are coming to you in Jesus. All of the promises in Him are 
yes, or are fulfilled in Him to us, and the fact that God sent His Son is the assurance to 
us that God is going to keep all of His word and all of His promises that He has made to 
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us of that eternal kingdom and the glory that we shall share with Him, world without end. 
Jesus is the affirmation to you that God has meant what He said and that He will keep 
all of the promises that He has made of the coming kingdom and the glory of that 
kingdom that shall be yours when you live with Him in His kingdom forever.  

So, Paul is declaring here, Jesus, the assurance. He is the yes of God to us.  

Now he who has stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God (2Cr 
1:21);  

It is God's work. Paul is acknowledging the One that has established us with you in 
Christ and has anointed our lives.  

Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts (2Cr 1:22).  

The earnest, the word there is a Greek word, which is like our word deposit or down 
payment. Paul tells us in Ephesians chapter 1 that God has given to us, "He has sealed 
us with the Holy Spirit, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession" (Ephesians 1:13-14). God has purchased you that you might be 
His forever, that you might share in the glory of His eternal kingdom.  

Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you I came not as yet unto 
Corinth (2Cr 1:23).  

The first word that Paul got back from Corinth wasn't so encouraging. And he was 
upset, and was going to come and just take off into them, you know, just really go at it 
as the natural man would. And he was patient, waiting to hear the full word from Titus 
before coming. And so, "It was really to spare you that I didn't come."  

Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye 
stand (2Cr 1:24).  

Paul's glory is additive. "I didn't want to come and have dominion over you." There are 
many people, many pastors today that want to have dominion over the people. "Now 
don't you dare go to another fellowship. Don't you dare do this or that." And they want to 
have dominion over the people. Paul said, "I don't want to have dominion over your 
faith. I want to just share in the joys. Great position to be in, for by faith you stand. I just 
want to help you to experience the full joy in the Lord."  
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Chapter 2  

But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness (2Cr 
2:1).  

"I wrote a heavy letter to you, but I was determined that I wasn't going to come again in 
heaviness."  

For if I make you sorry [by having to rebuke you and deal with those issues], who is he 
then that maketh me glad, but the same which is made sorry by me [the ones that I 
made sorry]? (2Cr 2:2)  

"You rejoice me, you cause my heart to rejoice when I see your faithfulness and all, but 
here I am rejoicing in the very same persons, they're causing me to rejoice, the very 
same persons that I had to make sorry."  

And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them of 
whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all 
(2Cr 2:3).  

So, "I didn't want to have sorrow when I came, I wanted it to be a joyful experience 
when I come. I want us both to be able to rejoice."  

For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you (2Cr 2:4)  

"That first epistle was a hard thing to write. I want to you know that it was hard for me; it 
was with a lot of anguish and with a lot of tears. The anguish of my heart, I wrote to you 
with tears. It wasn't, you know, the heavy rebuke of a hard-fisted tyrant. But the first 
epistle was coming out of a broken heart."  

I think that we so often misunderstand God. Because we so often think of God coming 
down on our heads as a heavy tyrant, you know. When we read in the Bible the stories 
of the Bible, it's too bad that we can't somehow have it in record that we could hear the 
tone of voice. Because many times, the tone of voice really determines what is actually 
said. And your relationship with God, or your understanding of God, oftentimes, I 
believe, puts the wrong tone of voice on the word of God.  

For instance, when Adam sinned in the garden and God came down to talk with Adam, 
and Adam hid himself from God. And God said, "Adam, where art thou?" What tone of 
voice do you hear? Heavy judgment, an arresting officer? Hand up, you're under arrest? 
I don't hear that tone of voice at all. I hear the sob of a heartbroken father. "Adam, 
where are you? What have you done?" And the disappointment of a heartbroken father 
over the failure of man, even as Jesus wept over Jerusalem when He saw what their 
actions was going to bring upon them. And God, knowing what Adam's action was going 
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to bring upon mankind, sobbing over the failure of man. And when God deals with you, 
it's with tears, a heart filled with anguish. For He loves you and He wants only the best 
for you. Don't misunderstand God.  

Paul didn't want them to misunderstand him, God's servant. "That heavy letter that I had 
to write to you, it was hard. I did it with anguish. It was with tears."  

not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more 
abundantly unto you. But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: 
that I may not overcharge you all (2Cr 2:4-5).  

Now, you remember when he wrote the first epistle, he wrote to them concerning that 
man that was living in an adulteress relationship with his father's mother, or with his 
father's wife. And Paul had told the church that they should put him out of the fellowship, 
that they weren't to keep company with a brother who was an adulterer, that they should 
turn him over to Satan for the destruction of his flesh. It was not good that they just 
accepted and received this man into the fellowship of the believers, because he was 
leaven, and a little leaven will leaven the whole lump.  

Now, they did follow Paul's injunction. They put the fellow out because of the adulteress 
life that he was living, but the desired effect came. The man did repent, and he wanted 
now to come back into fellowship, having cleaned up his act. But there were those that 
were still going to keep him from fellowship. And Paul is saying:  

Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many. So that 
contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one 
should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I beseech you that ye would 
confirm your love toward him (2Cr 2:6-8).  

Time now to receive him back.  

For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be 
obedient in all things. To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any 
thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; Lest Satan 
should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices (2Cr 2:9-11).  

So, Paul encourages them to take the fellow back in, lest Satan really get hold of the 
guy and he lose out. That if they forgive him, he forgives him, in the stead of Christ, he 
offers that forgiveness. Jesus said to him, "Every sins you remit, they shall be remitted. 
Whoever's sins you retain, they shall be retained" (John 20:23). Paul here is, in the 
name of Christ, forgiving the man because of the man's repentance.  

Now, God doesn't require us to forgive, except there be repentance. If he repents, 
forgive him. Now, that bothers a lot of people. But I like to suggest that you think that 
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through. God does not forgive apart from repentance. Jesus said, "Unless you repent, 
you're going to perish" (Luke 13:3). God will not forgive apart from repentance. But 
where there is repentance, then there ought to be, and should be, immediate 
forgiveness. If your brother offends you and repents, forgive him. But there is not a 
requirement of forgiveness apart from repentance that I know of in the scriptures.  

We are not ignorant of Satan's devices. Now, our problem is that we are ignorant many 
times of Satan's devices. I think that a lot of times we have real difficulty, because we 
don't recognize the real source of conflict, being ignorant of Satan's devices. I believe 
that Satan is able to attack us in the realm of the spirit, also in the realm of our 
emotions. I feel that some days when we just feel out of sorts and nasty, that really it is 
a spiritual attack of the enemy against us. I feel that a lot of times when there is this 
unrest within the home, the children are really on each other, that it is a spiritual battle 
that is going on. And if we are ignorant of Satan's devices, many times we can be drawn 
into these conflicts and we can lose our joy and the blessing of the Lord upon our lives 
as we get drawn into this physical kind of a contact. Satan is constantly trying to draw 
you into the physical realm to battle with you, because if he can get you into the 
physical arena, he can knock your block off. He can beat you to pieces. That's why I 
never like to meet him in the physical arena, in the area of the flesh. I don't want to meet 
him. I only want to meet him in the spiritual arena, because there I have the great 
advantage -- the name of Jesus Christ.  

And so, a lot of times we have problems when we are ignorant of Satan's devices, and 
we need to recognize the source of this problem that we are facing. And recognizing the 
source, it is Satan that is coming against us. It is Satan that is allowing this or doing this 
to us. Then I can deal with it, and I resist him in the name of Jesus, and then I rejoice for 
the glorious victory that I have in Christ.  

So those are the three R's of the spiritual walk. The recognition of the source of the 
problem. The resisting of his work, for the Bible says, "Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you" (James 4:7). And then the rejoicing in the victory that we have through Jesus 
Christ over every work of the enemy. So remember the three R's. Don't be ignorant of 
his devices, or you can find yourself really being defeated more often than you'd like to 
be.  

Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel (2Cr 2:12),  

He had gone to Troas from Ephesus in Acts, Chapter 20.  

and a door was opened unto me of the Lord, I had no rest in my spirit, because I found 
not Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them [so I left them], I went from thence into 
Macedonia (2Cr 2:12-13).  
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So, Paul went to Troas. Opportunity was given to him to preach, but his spirit was so 
heavy, because Titus wasn't there, who was to meet him and bring him news of the 
church in Corinth. "We went on over to Macedonia." He just was restless, concerned, so 
concerned for the condition of the church in Corinth, for the believers there.  

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savor of his knowledge by us in every place (2Cr 2:14).  

So, Paul gives thanks to God who causes us to always triumph. I love that. In Christ.  

For we are unto God a sweet savor of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that 
perish: To the one we are the savor of death unto death; and to the other the savor of 
life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? (2Cr 2:15-16)  

God has made me responsible to be his representative, to bring a message to people, 
which to some is a message of eternal life, a sweet savour unto God, life to life. But to 
others who reject and who refuse, it's a message of death, of judgment. I bear God's 
word. To believe and to receive means life; to reject means death. To bear that kind of 
message, a message of life and death, is a heavy responsibility. The message that I 
bring, the teaching of God's word that I bring, a person's eternal life hangs in their 
believing that message. That is why it is so important that I teach the message clearly, 
that I teach it plainly, and that my life backs up what I say. Because it's a person's 
eternal life that's at stake. And if I get too much of my personality into it and they find my 
personality obnoxious and they go away from the message because of the way I have 
presented it, it was offensive or obnoxious to them, then it was a savor of death unto 
death. Tragic.  

So, it is a heavy responsibility that I have in bearing this message, because it is life or 
death. And that is why Paul said, "Who is sufficient for these things? I mean, hey, I can't 
handle that, that I am responsible of bearing a message that can mean life or death. 
That's eternal life or death. Who is sufficient for these things?" .  

Now, that's what makes us different. Others are afraid for you to read the Book, unless 
you also read theirs. Definitely read theirs. Because you can't understand this Book, you 
see. No, no, that's not so. You can understand this Book, for the Spirit of God will teach 
you the truth. Read the Book.  

For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of 
God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ (2Cr 2:17).  

We speak as God's servants before God, His truth.  
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